
 
 

Vote Yes for a Smarter Colorado 
 
The Smarter Colorado Campaign will allow Colorado to invest in its future by promoting renewable energy 
programs, wildlife habitat restoration and addressing local impacts from oil and gas drilling.  
 
Colorado is fortunate to have incredible renewable energy resources, such as wind and solar power.  With 
additional funding for renewable energy projects, Colorado can continue to lead the way toward building the new 
energy economy. 
 
Many people come to Colorado because of its wildlife, rivers and mountains, yet oil and gas negatively impacts 
the things we all love about Colorado.  By investing in wildlife habitat conservation, we are protecting our natural 
heritage for generations to come. 
 
Oil and gas development is having a significant impact on our local communities, including increased strain on 
roads and bridges and water resources.  Targeting funds to local communities will help mitigate impacts in areas 
directly impacted by oil and gas development. 
 
In November, voters can support these smart choices by closing a $300 million tax subsidy that only the oil and 
natural gas industry enjoys.  The tax credit is unique to Colorado, and was put in place decades ago to foster oil 
and natural gas development. That industry is now thriving and it is time to end the subsidy to ensure this 
important industry pays its fair share towards state priorities. Even without the tax subsidy, the stateÕs tax rate for 
oil and natural gas will still be lower than rates in New Mexico and Wyoming. 
  
By ending the subsidy for one of the most lucrative industries, Colorado can use money generated by oil and 
natural gas development to ensure a strong economy in the future, without raising taxes. 
 
HereÕs how it will benefit Coloradans: 
 

!  60% for the Colorado Promise Scholarships Fund. It is an opportunity for students who are willing to work 
hard to get the skills they need for the jobs of the future. 
 

!  15% for local areas directly impacted by oil and natural gas development -10% for restoring roads 
damaged by heavy trucks (administered by Colorado Department of Transportation) and 5% for 
protecting water quality statewide (administered by Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 
via grants for drinking water and wastewater treatment). 
 

!  15 % to preserve critical wildlife habitat for generations to come. Monies will be administered by Great 
Outdoors Colorado via competitive grants to nonprofit conservation organizations, local governments, 
Colorado Division of Wildlife and State Parks to preserve native wildlife habitat. 
 

!  10 % to foster ColoradoÕs new energy economy. Administered by the GovernorÕs Energy Office,   monies 
will go into the Clean Energy Fund that the conservation community helped create in 2007 and be used 
for such purposes as energy efficiency upgrades and to facilitate the implementation of renewable energy 
technologies. 

 
 
For more information call George Merritt at 720-581-2280 or e-mail merritt.george@gmail.com or TJ Brown at 
Colorado Environmental Coalition, 303-405-6706. 


